
THE TEACHER CENTER of Broome County

Policy Board Meeting

Meeting Minutes: Tuesday, May 13, 2008

PRESENT: Susan Halpern, Bob Carpenter, Sara Jo Sites, Diana Simpson, Andrea Gresko, Erin Hitchcock, Debbie Sluzar, Evie King, Sheri Abdullah, Mike Sabo, Starr LaTronica, Colleen Cawley, Sharon Wells, Heather Badger Brown, Diane Sheehan.

and Gail Szeliga.

ABSENT: Cheryl Naslund, Lenny Grozier, and Kathy Wood
Susan Halpern called the meeting to order at 4:05 pm.  

Minutes of April 8, 2008 meeting were approved.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· A financial report was given for the local and state grant accounts.


· Earth Fest 2008 was held April 26 at Roberson Museum.  The Teacher Center was listed as a co-sponsor and was represented at an exhibit table manned by Kathy Harasta.  Our theme was Teachers Plant the Seeds of Learning.  Seed packets from Page Seed in Greene were distributed and a power point presentation introducing the Teacher Center and celebrating teaching was run continuously on a large monitor on the table.  Attendance was very high and the organizers were very appreciative of our participation.
· Continuation Grant 2008-2009 – for funding for 2008- 2009 was submitted on May 1 to the Teacher Center Program office, SED, Albany.  It included informational forms, Declarations of Participation sheets from all consortium members and a 5 page narrative.  

· VTS Conference Report - April 22-25 – Visual Thinking Strategies – training was well worth attending.  Plans are underway to introduce this methodology in a K-1-2-3-4-5 classroom next year.  VTS is researched based and has proven to increase student’s observation, communication and critical thinking skills.

· NYSSDC Conference Report –May 1 – NY state National Staff Development Conference – another very worthwhile conference attended by administrators, teachers and staff developers.  This allows one to make contents and hear about the most current trends in staff development.

· Cortland Student Teachers Visit – 17 student teachers along with their supervisor attended an introduction to Teacher Center services and resources.  We plan to make this an annual event.  Very well received by all attendees.

· Differentiated Instruction Conference – planned for August 4 and 5.  Presenters will be two staff f developers for Penn Yan school district who are very well versed in Differentiated Instruction strategies. Draft of the flyer was presented to the Policy Board.

· Gail Szeliga has received notification that she has been approved as a SMART Certified Master’s Trainer on the SMART Board Software Version 9 for Windows Operating Systems.

OLD BUSINESS

Declarations of Participation Forms were received from all of our 10 school districts and Broome Tioga BOCES.  8 non-publics returned their form and will be members for 2008-2009.  They are Hillel Academy, St, Thomas, St. Johns, Seton, Greater Binghamton Health Center, Ross Corners Christian Academy, Broome County Head Start, Children’s Home of the Wyoming Conference (at-risk youth)

COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Space Planning – Diane Sheehan reported that she spoke to Nancy Christiansen, WSKG, Director of Operations regarding the proposal.  Diane informed Nancy that the cost of the additional space was an issue and asked if there was room for negotiation.  Nancy, after checking with her people, informed Diane that the cost was not negotiable.  It was suggested that a formal letter should be sent to Nancy thanking her for the information and asking her to notify us if there is interest in the space by another party so that we can possibly consider adding the space in the future.
NEW BUSINESS
· The policy board reviewed a request by two teacher presenters for a sponsorship to attend a learning center workshop in Horseheads in June so that they can share the information at their next workshop.  Policy Board suggested that since we have a conference grant program in place that the best option would be to have them each apply for a conference grant to have ½ of their registration fee paid.  Corrected: Only consortium members can apply for a conference grant.
· Workshop proposals were reviewed by the policy board.  It was decided that we would offer an awareness session on Electronic Portfolios this summer.

· The Summer Study Group selection committee was appointed.  Members include Diana Simpson, Colleen Cawley and Heather Badger Brown, Sheri Abdullah was also appointed if she still wants to serve on the committee.  Applications are due by May 15, 2008.
· Mike Sabo asked that each policy board member return their director evaluation form to him ASAP. He will be going to China for 4 – 6 months in June. 
· The Policy Board approved the FS 10A for 2008 – 2009 for an additional $2000 designated for a new laminator and paper as presented.  Moved to accept: Bob Carpenter, second by Diane Simpson.  

· At the self study a committee was appointed to develop a membership policy for review by the policy board – Diane Richards, Evie King and Sharon Wells.

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.  The self study activity followed.

The final meeting of the school year is scheduled for Tuesday, June 10, 2008 at the Teacher Center @ WSKG.

Respectfully Submitted by:


Diane Richards, Policy Board member from Whitney Point CSD.


