
THE TEACHER CENTER of Broome County

Policy Board Meeting

Meeting Minutes: Tuesday, April 21, 2009
PRESENT: Susan Halpern, Sara-Jo Sites, Diana Simpson, Diane Richards, Evie King, Diane Sheehan, Bob Carpenter, Erin Hitchcock, Heather Badger Brown, Mike Sabo, Sheri Abdullah, Debbie Sluzar, Cheryl Naslund, Starr LaTronica, Sharon Wells, Lisa Strahley and Gail Szeliga.


EXCUSED: Mary Hibbard, Andrea Gresko

ABSENT:   Colleen Cawley
Susan Halpern called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.

Minutes of March 10, 2009 meeting were edited and approved.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT (includes financial report and other information items)

Professional Development Incentive Award – 425 applications were received, ordered 303 Amazon books, 122 reimbursements are expected for a one year subscriptions to a professional journal, a one year memberships to a professional organization or a one year subscriptions to an educational website.
Note from Maria Niera, NYSUT was shared related to approval of funding for 2009-2010.
April 14, 2009   
 
Dear Teacher Center Directors,  

Last week the Governor signed the budget bill authorizing Teacher Center funding at $40 million and MTIP at $2 million for next year. I would like to thank you for all your advocacy activities. Your voices were heard at the Capitol as you joined with union presidents from across the state. Thank you for working closely with the NYSUT legislative department for coordination of all your efforts.   

I urge you to build on what we learned this year by continuing to focus on building relationships with your state legislators and key constituent groups, informing them of the important role of Teacher Centers, on strengthening relationships with district administrators and union presidents, and to quantify/qualify the work you do. Please continue to include your union presidents in program decisions and to carefully select programs and services that provide research based high quality professional development. I also urge you to continue to work with our NYSUT Education & Learning Trust (ELT) to support the professional development needs of the teachers and others you serve. Teacher Centers will face continued scrutiny in the next year when projections indicate there will be an even more difficult fiscal situation. As you make your plans for the next year please be assured that NYSUT will continue to provide the advocacy required to sustain Teacher Centers. 

Maria Neira, NYSUT 
 
Professional Scholarship: Peg Gates from Binghamton was awarded a professional scholarship for the Teacher Center Online Academy.  Diane Sheehan is teaching a course this summer through the online academy on Calligraphy and Gail Szeliga will be teaching a course online in the fall called “Designing SMART BOARD Lessons to Encourage HOT skills”. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Motion: No changes will be made in the Teacher Center’s staff hours or calendar for 2009 -2010 except that the staff will be required to take vacation days or days without pay and the Teacher Center will be closed on days when school is not in session, primarily during the December and Spring break.  Motion made by Sharon Wells, seconded by Diane Richards.  Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
· Peer Visit Grant Committee – (Diane Richards and Evie King) approved Holly Wisniewski (ME) to observe guided reading instruction and writer’s workshop in a kindergarten classroom on April 8, 2009. 

· Summer Study Group Committee – (Sheri Abdullah, Heather Badger Brown, Diana Simpson and Andrea Gresko) - new study group application was presented.  Administrator and policy board signature requirements were removed from the application.  Application is due by May 28, 2009.
Meeting was followed by the Self Study activity for 2008-2009.

Next meeting: May 12, 2009 at the Teacher Center.

